
 

Dear CNS community, 

I am writing to inform you of Cambridge Nursery School’s plan with regards to the coron-
avirus/COVID-19 situation. 

The Parent Board voted today to close Cambridge Nursery School, beginning Monday, 
March 16 through Friday, March 27. Our decision is in keeping with our prior plan to close if 
the Cambridge Public Schools (CPSD) were to close.  However, we also believe that limiting 
contact with each other is the most responsible action we can take as a community right now 
to help prevent the increasing spread of COVID-19 in our area, and closing the school is the 
best way we can help with that effort. 

In the event that CPSD decides in the near future to extend the period that they are staying 
closed, we anticipate that CNS would follow a similar course of action.  The Parent Board 
plans to reconvene each Friday to review the situation and will provide any updates that 
might be necessary based on the information available at that time. 

During the time that the school is closed, the school and playground are both closed for any 
kind of group gatherings.  The purpose of closing the school is to prevent contact between 
people, and meeting up for playdates, etc defeats the purpose of closing in the first place.  

All CNS staff will continue to be paid as usual during the time that CNS is closed.  We will also 
continue paying our devoted specialists for the time they would have spent with the kids at 
school.  We plan to reach out to all our teachers and specialists to ask what kind of resources 
or contributions they might be able to offer or suggest for our community while we are apart. 

In light of our commitment to continue paying all our staff, we ask that if you have not already, 
please remember to pay your spring tuition as you normally would.  I know that this sounds 
like a big ask during a time when the school cannot stay open to provide you with the service 
you are paying for; but please remember that your tuition payments are what make it possible 
for us to keep payroll going and cover all the other expenses that will not go away during this 
time.  If this becomes a hardship for you, perhaps because you will be needing to pay for other 
kinds of childcare as a result of CNS being closed, please be in touch with Janet about a pay-
ment arrangement that might be easier for you. 



I understand that suddenly losing a wonderful place you depend on for your child each day is 
a burden on every family (and child).  As I mentioned above, we are thinking about ways that 
the CNS community can continue to be in touch and support each other during this difficult 
time, and we will reach out to you again soon as we come up with new ideas and possibilities.  
For now, there is a Google doc available here* for people to add any resources or ideas they 
would like to share. 

Last but certainly not least, if you become aware that you may have been infected/directly 
exposed to someone who has a presumptive or confirmed case of COVID-19, please con-
tact Janet immediately to let her know.  She can then be in touch with the community 
about any precautionary steps we should be taking. 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me or Janet; we thank you for 
your patience as we make our way through this ever-changing situation one day at a time.  In 
the meantime, take care of yourselves and each other. 

All my best, 

 

Emily Schebesta 
President, Parent Board 

president@cambridgenurseryschool.org 

janet@cambridgenurseryschool.org 

google doc link, in case above doesn’t link: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WLwfwYBwlNbIVLfiFWMEMNzhD79fXUFWrKPKCwit2yE/edit?usp=sharing 
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